
Saints Peter and 
Paul Orthodox 

Church CROSSINGVILLE 
  07-17-2022 

 
Glory to Jesus Christ! 

Glory be forever! 
 
5th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 4. Fathers of the 1st 
Six Ecumenical Councils. Greatmartyr Marina (Margaret) of 
Antioch in Pisidia (4th c.). Ven. Irenarchus, Abbot of Solovétsky 
Monastery (1628). Translation of the Relics of Ven. Lazarus of Mt. 
Galesius near Ephesus. Royal Passionbearers Tsar Nicholas 
(Nikolai), Tsaritsa Alexandra, Tsarevich Aleksy, Grand Duchesses 
Olga, Tatiana, Maria, Anastasia (1918—July 4th O.S.).  
 
HOLY HYMNS 
Tone 4 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
When the women disciples of the Lord 
learned from the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection, 
they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles: 
“Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen,// granting the world great 
mercy!” 
 
Tone 8 Troparion (Fathers) 
You are most glorious, O Christ our God! 
You have established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth. 
Through them You have guided us to the true Faith.// 
O greatly compassionate One, glory to You! 
 
Tone 4 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the 
earth-born from their chains. He has shattered the gates of hell, 
and as Master,// He has risen on the third day! 
 
Tone 8  Kontakion (Fathers) 
The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrines have established one 
Faith for the Church. Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from 
heavenly theology,// It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety. 
 
 Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
O Lord, how manifold are Your works; / in wisdom have You made them 
all.  (Ps. 103:26) 
     V. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, You are very great! (Ps. 
103:1) 
                  Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Song of the Three Holy Children) 
 
Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, / and praised and glorified is  
Your Name forever! (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3) 
 Tone 4  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
V. Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness 
and truth!  (Ps. 44:3b)   
 
V. For You love righteousness, and hate iniquity. (Ps. 44:6) 
 Tone 1 
V. The Lord, the God of gods, speaks and summons the earth from the 
rising of the sun to its setting. (Ps. 49:1) 
       

HOLY SCRIPTURE 
Romans 10:1-10 (Epistle) 
Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they 
may be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s 
righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, 
have not submitted to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. For Moses 
writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who 
does those things shall live by them.” But the righteousness of faith 
speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down from above) or, ‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in 
your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you 
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with 
the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. 
Matthew 8:28-9:1 (Gospel) 
When He had come to the other side, to the country of the 
Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-possessed men, coming out 
of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way. 
And suddenly they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, 
Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before 
the time?” Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many 
swine feeding. So the demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast us 
out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine.” And He said to 
them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they went into the herd of 
swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the 
steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. Then those who 
kept them fled; and they went away into the city and told 
everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed 
men. And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus. And when 
they saw Him, they begged Him to depart from their region. 
So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 
 

HOLY WORDS  ---- Joyful Light 
A Sermon by St. Sebastian Dobovich, San Francisco, 1899. 
 
Joyful Light of the Holy Glory of the Immortal Heavenly Father, Holy and 
Blessed, Jesus Christ. Having come to the setting of the sun and beheld the 
evening light, we hymn God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Worthy art 
Thou at all times to be hymned with reverent voices, Son of God, Giver of 
Life: Wherefore the world glorifies Thee. VESPERS HYMN 
 
 Beautiful words! What a fullness of expression this soft light, that 
has come even unto the setting of the sun, conveys to us, inhabitants of the 
extreme West, Christians who live just where the sun goes down after 
shining over the last continent of earth. I wish all of you could enjoy the 
sweetness of harmonious phraseology which glides all through this sublime 
hymn as we have it in the Greek or in the Slavonic translation. The poetry 
suffers in order to preserve the sense of the original words when translated 
into the English. But the thought itself is so elaborate that you catch a faint 
echo of the sacred music. 
 The reason why this hymn is appropriated to evening devotion is 
plainly expressed in the hymn itself. The thought of Christ, the soft Light, is 
naturally called forth at the sight of the sunset and the mellow light of the 
lamps. Christ, by the Godhead, is an ever-existing Light, as He is the eternal 
Brightness of the Father, and the express Image of His Being (Heb. 1:3). But 
for the salvation of humankind, He concealed His Divine Glory beneath the 
form of a man, and in this way He became the soft light of the evening. A 
comparison very striking! The haze that generally fills the evening air lessens 
the brightness of the sunlight. In the daytime the light of the sun is 
unbearable, so that one cannot look at it with an unarmed eye. But at the 
same sun in the evening, and see how softly it shines, everyone may look on 
it plainly, admire its beauty, and the beauty of those gorgeous pictures that it 
forms in the clouds by the reflection of its light. And thus it is that the Son of 
God, unapproachable according to His Divinity, has made Himself 
accessible to us by His humanity, through which the Light of the Godhead 
had lessened so that we could see the Word of Life with plain eyes, hear 
and feel Him (John 1:1); and having made Himself accessible to all, He 
made the way approachable for all, through Himself, to the Heavenly Father, 
the Holy, the Blessed, so that they who have seen the Son have seen the 
Father Himself (John 15:9). 
 The Eastern light has come to the West – to the uttermost Western 
end. And blessed be they who, with a clear vision, perceive this light just as 
it shines in the East. This light, although it came from the East, did not 
change, but while it shines in the West, it continues to be the light of the 
East; it is the Eternal Light. Christ, Who is the East Himself, laid down 
Himself as the chief cornerstone of His Church, which He established in the 
East, and they in the West who receive this Light of the East, must so shine 



as the Light of the East would have them be enlightened; but not allow 
themselves to be dazzled with the glare of a false fire; I say fire, but not light, 
as no light comes from the West! Praise and glorify the Good God! See, He 
comes to the West from the East, that all may see by that One Light, and be 
saved in the bond of union, which is love! 
 For many centuries this evening hymn has been heard in Christian 
temples; nor has it through all these ages, not in the temples, lost its 
freshness and tenderness. It seems, rather, that with every going down of 
the sun it becomes new again; at every eventide to which it pleases God to 
prolong our life it may stimulate our souls with new vigor, with holy thoughts, 
with heavenly aspiring emotion. Do we sing this praise ourselves, or do we 
hear others hymn, we always feel a hallowed sweetness of heart, an 
elevated feeling inspires the soul. But where does this evening sun go? It 
does not fade away but, hidden from us, it lights up with the same brightness 
the other side of the earth. And so without a doubt, our spiritual sun, which is 
hidden from our eyes, always and in like manner shines and is seen in all 
His Glory in another world, whereas here the eye of faith may see only the 
reflection of His never-setting Light. 
 The historic tradition which tells how this hymn was composed is 
most interesting: On one of the hills of Jerusalem – very likely on the same 
mount from which the Saviour of the world looked down upon Jerusalem in 
the mellow twilight, and sorrowfully conversed with His disciples of the 
approaching fall of the city of God – there sat, all alone, an old man, the wise 
Sophronios; he was Bishop of Jerusalem, Patriarch of the earliest Eastern 
Church: he sat, and his meditative gaze was fixed on the setting sun of 
Palestine. The profound stillness, the fading light of the evening, the cool 
and invigorating air, and other impressive pictures of nature at eventide, with 
which the wise Sophronios loved to enjoy himself, so fixed the attention of 
the servant of God that he fell into a deep meditation. Before him lay 
Jerusalem, with which great memories of so much are connected; the rays of 
the sun now, as oft before, fell on the glorious city, but they never more 
shone down in it to light up the temple of Solomon, nor the palace of Herod, 
nor the strong walls and high towers of Zion. It looked dreary and desolate – 
as desolate as it is in a house when the host, dead a long time, leaves no 
one to keep house after him. The wise Sophronios did not grieve for the 
ruins of the walls and Temple of Jerusalem. He knew that from the 
fragments of the old the new Jerusalem arose, which shone out in all the 
world, and over which shineth the Glory of God; for he had once, before 
becoming Patriarch, wended his way with a pilgrim’s staff through Greece, 
Palestine, Syria, Egypt; seeing everywhere Christian cities, and everywhere 
finding temples consecrated in the Name of the Saviour. 
 And so the evening light, softly falling over the remains of the 
ancient Jerusalem, directs the thoughts of the wise, grand old man and 
prelate to objects of more importance than the ruin of the city. As Elias 
(Elijah) of old in the still small voice (1 Kings 19:12) recognized the presence 
of Jehovah, so does old Sophronios, philosopher, historian, orator and poet, 
patriarch and saint all at the same time, in the soft light of the evening 
twilight mentally feel the touch of another, higher Light. The material sun, 
declining in West, inclines the mind of the Bishop to conceive the immaterial 
sun, and the image of the Holy, Life-conceiving Trinity was borne before his 
spiritual eyes. 
  The Western destination of the sun brought to his memory the 
gloomy West of the fallen nature of mankind; the soft light of the setting sun, 
softly bathing in its rays tired nature at eventide, lively represents to him the 
descent of the Son of God into dark humanity, that He may enlighten and 
resurrect it, and with it all nature. In the cool breath of the evening air he 
perceives the type of that grace by which the Holy Spirit, in consequence of 
the Redemption accomplished on the Cross by Jesus Christ, quickens and 
spiritualizes man and the universe. The soul of the wise old man abounds in 
pious emotion, and with trembling voice, a saintly voice, he sings an evening 
hymn to the Creator of the universe: O Thou soft1Light of the Holy Glory, O 
Christ my Savior! Thou that revealed unto us the Glory of the Father! O soft 
Light of the Holy Glory upon which the spiritual eye loves to gaze, as the 
eyes of the body upon the mellow twilight! Thou wouldst save the world, and 
Thou camest once upon a time into the dark West – yea, even down unto 
our nature; therefore, each time when we reach the going down of the sun, 

day by day, when we behold the light of evening, we praise Thy Father, 
Thee the Son we praise, praise we the Holy Spirit, glorifying the Triune God. 
O Son of God, Who gavest life unto us and all creatures! We should sing to 
Thee with reverential voices, we should fall down before Thee not only at the 
setting of the sun, nor only when we see the twilight, but at all times of the 
day and the year. Thou art the Life of the world, and Thee therefore the 
whole world glorifies. Amen. 
1The Slavonic version of this hymn has “soft” or “quiet Light” in place of the Greek 
“joyful Light” (ed. note) 
 

Parish Services and Activities 
www.orthodoxcrossingville.org 

Today -  July 17th  - Divine Liturgy- 9:30am 
  11:00am -- Blessing of Chariots 
NO VESPERS ON SAT. JULY 23rd 

Sun. July 24th – Divine Liturgy – 9:30am (Hours 9:15) 
Tues. July 26th -- Akathist to St Seraphim - 9am 
Sat. July 30th -- Great Vespers 5PM 
Sun. July 31st  -- Divine Liturgy – 9:30am (Hours 9:15  
  11:00am -Lesser Blessing of Water 
Fri. Aug. 5th – Great Vespers – Transfigurations of the Lord -6pm 
Sat. Aug. 6th  - Divine Liturgy – 9:30am 

ANNOUNCMENTS 
July 17 – 23 – Youth at Camp Nazareth  
July 17th –TODAY  Parish Council Meeting 
July 25-29 – OPEN HOUSE PREP 
2nd Annual Open House  Saturday -  July 30, 2022 
                  12-5pm  FREE FAMILY FUN! 

 
Ladies Altar Society - Lisa Danko 
Thank you everyone who helped in making pierogi! Next, we 
will be making baked goods on Thursday, July 29th for the 
bake sale at the Open House Festival. If you cannot help that 
day, we are asking for each household to donate at least 1 
dozen baked goods (store bought or homemade). 
 
Missions & Outreach - Anna Rachocki 
Our summer newsletter was released last week. If you did not 
get the link or need a printed copy, please let me know. Also, 
if you have not yet filled out the new church directory form, 
please do so ASAP. We cannot complete the project without 
your updated information. Color flyers and step-signs are 
available to promote our upcoming Open House Festival. The 
volunteer sign-up sheet is on the missions table in the hall. We 
still have several positions available and are relying on your 
help to make it a successful event! 

__________________________________________________ 

Pray with out ceasing… 
PLEASE INCLUDE THESE OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN YOUR 
DAILY PRAYERS:  Those in need Fr. Andrew, Fr. David, Fr. Joseph, Fr. 
Zachariah, Iguman Patrick, Hieromonk Herman, Fr. Dušan, Fr. Christopher, Prez. 
Alexandria, Mat. Gail, Mat. Donna, Mat. Pirsilla, Mat. Trudi, Ron, Karen, Isaiah, 
Andrew, Judy, John, Boris, Tamara, Susan, Mary B. Margret, Bill S., John S., 
Nickolas, Timothy, Preston, Olivia, Jesse, Grace, Delani, Jeremiah, Sandy, William, 
Steve A., Patricia, Anna, Sally, Noah, Annisatita, Irenia, Damen, Tanya  
Camp attenders Abigail, Karis, Josiah, Genevieve, Bethany, and River 
The Homebound  Mary G,  
Catechumen/Inquirers- Dan, David, Hannah & Family (Moving to N. Carolina) 
Special requests… Gilbert, Joanne, Anthony, Paul, James, Sean, Liam, Kim, Loren, 
Janet, Helen, Dan, Gregory, Donna, Laura, Laken, Bob, Gary, Bill, Stevie, Kristen, 
Paul, Cletus, Nina (Add your own requests here)…   
Departed : Newly Departed Theodore, James, Valentina, Proto-deacon Michael, 
Priest Anastacy, Marie           


