material, and St. John perhaps the most important. Biblical critics take a “least is best”
approach and will say things like, “St. Mark knows nothing of a birth narrative,” a
patently overstated claim.
For me, it is the seemingly “gratuitous” material that points to veneration of Mary. St.
Luke’s account has the Magnificat hymn in which Mary declares, “All generations will
call me blessed.” It is a phrase that can only be compared to God’s promise to
Abraham:
I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you
shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses
you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Gen 12:2-3)
In Mary’s encounter with her kinswoman Elizabeth (and with the child in her
womb, John), the focus is on Mary herself rather than the child in her womb.
But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to
me? For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe
leaped in my womb for joy. (Luk 1:43-44)
Later in Luke, when the child Jesus is presented in the Temple, the elder
Simeon prophesies:
Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for
a sign which will be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. (Luk 2:34-35)
Here, Mary is linked to the Cross of Christ in the piercing of her soul.
I describe these stories as “gratuitous” in that they go well beyond the simple
point of the Virgin Birth. Mark and John have no mention of the conception or birth of
Christ (though they both include Mary in their narrative). The abundance of Marian
material in Luke can only point to her veneration in the primitive Church. She is not
just the Virgin who gives birth to Christ – she is also blessed by all; she is the cause of
joy to the Prophet John even in his mother’s womb; she is a unique participant in the
sufferings of Christ, destined herself for a mystical sword that will pierce her very soul.
This is information that points to the unique place of Mary in the first century
Christian community. How can the Church not venerate one whom John the Baptist
greeted with a leap of joy when he was in the womb? How can the Christian community
be rightly centered on the Crucified Christ and ignore the soul-pierced Mother? The
material in Luke is prima facie evidence of the primitive veneration of the Mother of
God. That veneration never ceases in the Church, but matures over time as the Church
considers the meaning and depth of Christ’s Incarnation, Crucifixion and Resurrection.
It is obvious that many Christians would prefer to read only Mark’s gospel
and ignore the obvious implications in Luke and John.
John’s gospel seems to me to be marked with a profound understanding of
the mystery of Mary. Of special note is his first mention of her. We meet her at the
Wedding in Cana. John provides no introduction to her character – he presumes a prior
knowledge on the part of his readers. At the Wedding, the wine runs out. And with no
explanation of a practical sort, John simply relates that Mary tells Jesus, “They have no
wine.”
It is profound. His disciples have seen nothing as yet. No miracles have been
performed (this Wedding will be the scene of the first miracle). And yet
Mary knows who He is and what He means. She is already fully initiated into the truth
of His life and ministry.
Many Protestants have made much of Christ’s reply to her: “What is this between you
and me?” They have treated the statement to mean: “What business is this of yours?”
In fact, it simply asks, “What is this between you and me?” But St. John puts
the statement in a context: “For mine hour has not yet come.” Christ says to His
mother, “It’s not time. This doesn’t have to begin yet.”

They share the bond of the coming Cross. His life will be offered, a sword will
pierce her soul. And once He begins, nothing can stop the movement to Golgotha. Her
response is simple: “Do whatever He tells you.” It is a repetition of her earlier, “Be it
unto me according to your word.” Her complete humility and self-emptying before God
is a human reflection of the self-emptying of Christ on the Cross. With this new “fiat,”
the inexorable journey to the Cross begins.
The mystery of her participation in Christ does not end with historical
moments – for the sharing of those moments in the gospels are in no way merely
concerned with the historical record. They are primarily theological moments. She
holds not just a place in the history of salvation, but in its theological understanding and
existential participation as well. The gospels are written for our salvation, and not as
mere information.
And it is this theological and existential reality that are missing from many
contemporary accounts of the Christian faith. The question is often asked, “Why do I
need to venerate Mary?”
First, the Orthodox would not say, “You need to venerate Mary.” Rather, we
say, “You need to venerate Mary as the Theotokos” (birth-giver of God). This is the
theological title dogmatically assigned to her by the Third Ecumenical Council. She is
venerated because she is Theotokos. To venerate the Theotokos is an inherent part of
rightly believing in the Incarnation of the God-Man. To ignore her as Theotokos is to
hold a diminished and inadequate understanding of the Incarnation.
But this is speaking in terms of mere ideas. The Incarnation is not an idea –
it is a reality – both historical and now eternal. The Incarnation is the God/Man Jesus
Christ. And, more fully, the Incarnation is the God/Man Jesus Christ born of the Holy
Spirit and the Theotokos. This is what is asserted in the Nicene Creed.
The reality of this statement is not an idea, but a Person, both in the case of
the God/Man, and in the case of the Theotokos. The act of believing in the Incarnation
of Christ is made manifest in the worship that is properly directed towards Him and in
the veneration that is properly directed towards the Theotokos.
And it is this that is so difficult to explain to the non-Orthodox. For doctrines
are easily perceived by them as ideas, even factoids. In Orthodoxy, these doctrines are
living realities. It is of little importance to acknowledge that someone is, in fact, my
mother. It is of the utmost importance that I honor my mother (by Divine command) and
love her. We do not think doctrine. Doctrine is a description of the realities by which we
live. We venerate the Theotokos because, knowing what we know, we cannot do
otherwise.
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Glory to Jesus Christ!
Glory Forever!
12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECO ST — Tone
3. Afterfeast of the D ormition. M artyr Andrew
Stratelates and those with him (2593 soldiers) in
Cilicia (4th c.). St. Pitirim, Bishop of Perm (1456).
M artyrs Timothy, Agapius, and Thecla, of Palestine
(304-306). Ven. Theophanes of Docheiariou (M t.
Athos— 16th c.). The “DO NSKAYA” Icon of the M ostholy Theotokos (in commemoration of the deliverance
of M oscow from the Tatars in 1591).
PLEASE INCLUDE THESE OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS
IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: Those in need –Fr. Andrew, Fr. David,
Mat. Gail, Mat. Donna, Mat. Pirsilla, Pearl, William, Karen, John, Mary,
Stavros, Marilyn, Theona, Ann, Timothy, Theresa, Judy, Genevieve, Delani,
Jeremiah, Nathan and Kyra, Margaret, The Homebound…Elizabeth,
Charlotte, Tanya, Richard, Helen, Irene, Ruth, Josephine, William, Claudia…
Travelers. …Catechumens –Christian …Our Missionaries Abroad…Fr. David
and Mt. Rozanne, Military servers…Greg …Departed Orthodox Nickoli
Emelianow Proto Dcn. Gregory Hatrak Maria Proch, Samuel Kanuik
…Newly Departed – Maria Proch, Catherine Kirzmanich John Bicko, John
Sekel, Ann, Katherine. Vernon, Paul, James, Andrew, Peter, Paul, Margaret,
Michael Mary Ann, Timothy… Special requests… Anthony, Ian, Paul,
Daleen, Penni, James, Sean, Liam, Susan, James, Joel, Jen, Roger, Jasmine,
Cassandra, Raquel, Zera Kim, Jim, Margaret, Loren ….

Today’s Hymns

Tone 3

Troparion

Let the heavens rejoice!
Let the earth be glad!
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm.
He has trampled down death by death.
He has become the first born of the dead.

(Resurrection)

He has delivered us from the depths of hell,
and has granted to the world//
great mercy.
Tone 1 Troparion
(Dormition)
In giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity.
In falling asleep thou didst not forsake the world, O Theotokos.
Thou wast translated to life, O Mother of Life,//
and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls from death.
Tone 5 Troparion
(Marty Andrew Stratelates)
Thou didst renounce the glory of earthly rank
and didst inherit the Kingdom of Heaven;
thou didst adorn thine incorruptible crown as with beautiful stones.
Thou didst lead an army of martyrs to Christ,
and with the Angels in the never-fading light
thou didst find Christ the never-setting Sun.
Together with those who suffered with thee,
holy General Andrew,//
ever pray to Him that He may save our souls!
Tone 3 Kontakion
(Resurrection)
On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One,
leading us from the gates of death.
On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices;
with the Prophets and Patriarchs//
they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.
Tone 2 Kontakion
(Martyr Andrew)
Standing before the Lord in prayer like a star near the sun,
thou wast filled with ineffable joy beholding thy desire: the treasure
of the Kingdom.
Thou dost sing without ceasing to the immortal King
together with the Angels throughout the ages.//
With them, General Andrew, unceasingly pray for us all!
Tone 2 Kontakion
(Dormition)
Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos,
who is constant in prayer and our firm hope in her intercessions.
For being the Mother of Life,//
she was translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her virginal womb.
Tone 3 Prokeimenon
(Resurrection)
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing
praises! (Ps 46/47:6)
v: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
(Ps 46/47:1)
Tone 3 Prokeimenon

(Song of the Theotokos)

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Savior. (Lk 1:46-47)
Tone 3
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
v: In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! (Ps
30/31:1)
v: Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me!
(Ps 30/31:2)
Tone 2
v: Arise, O Lord, into Thy resting place: Thou and the Ark of Thy
sanctification! (Ps 131/132:8)
Instead of “It is truly meet …,” we sing:) Tone 1
Refrain: The Angels, as they looked upon the Dormition of the Virgin,
were struck with wonder,
seeing how the Virgin went up from earth to heaven.
Heirmos: The limits of nature are overcome in thee, O Pure Virgin:
for birthgiving remains virginal, and life is united to death;
a virgin after childbearing and alive after death,
thou dost ever save thine inheritance, O Theotokos.

Today’s Scripture Readings:
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (Epistle)
Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached
to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by
which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I
preached to you – unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to
you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and
that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He
was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the
greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.
After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then
last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due
time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by
the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was
not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not
I, but the grace of God which was with me. Therefore, whether it
was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
Matthew 19:16-26 (Gospel)
Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what
good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” So He said to
him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that

is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the
commandments.” He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said,
“’You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You
shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ’Honor your
father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ “ The young man said to Him, “All these things I have
kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If
you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
Me.” But when the young man heard that saying, he went away
sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Then Jesus said to His
disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man
to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of God. When His disciples heard
it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be
saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men
this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
Why Mary Has Always Been Honored
The most difficult part of my Orthodox experience to discuss with the
non-Orthodox is the place and role of the Mother of God in the Church and in my
life. It is, on the one hand, deeply theological and even essential to a right
understanding of the Orthodox faith, while, on the other hand, being intensely
personal beyond the bounds of conversation. I am convinced, as well, that the
Orthodox approach to Mary is part of the apostolic deposit, and not a later
accretion.
When I was doing graduate studies some decades back, I decided to
concentrate my historical research on the “cult of Mary” (the veneration of Mary) in
the historical Church. With that decision came a semester of intensive research,
combing through materials of every sort. And throughout all of that research the
question, “When did this begin?” was uppermost in my mind. I came to a surprising
conclusion. It began at the beginning.
The historical evidence for Mary’s veneration is so obvious that it is
simply overlooked: her place in the gospel accounts. I find much of the “historical”
evidence about Christ to have a similar feature. It is amusing, and annoying, to
read modern historical critics of the New Testament who come away from those
documents arguing that the notion of Christ’s divinity was a later development.
Somehow they manage to read the New Testament and miss the most obvious
thing: the writers all believe that Jesus is divine. They fail to notice that the very
existence of the “Jesus material” of the New Testament exists solely because its
writers believed He was God. Every line flows from that belief.
In a similar manner, Mary’s place within the gospels carries a message of
veneration. Those who do not see this obvious feature of the New Testament
generally get lost in the details, reading too much into sayings such as Jesus’
“Woman what have I to do with you?” and the like.
First, the stories of Mary hold an important place in the gospel narrative.
St. Mark has the least mention of her, with no birth narrative. St. Luke has the most

