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Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 
16th SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST — Tone 
7. Hieromartyr Cyprian, Virgin 

Martyr Justina, and Martyr Theoctistus, of 
Nicomedia (304). Bl. Andrew, Fool-for-Christ, at 
Constantinople (936). Repose of Rt. Blv. Princess Anna 
of Kashin (1338). Ven. Cassian of Uglich (1504). 
Martyrs David and Constantine, Princes of Georgia 
(740). Righteous Warrior Theodore Ushakóv (1817). 
 
Tone 7 Troparion (Resurrection) 
By Your Cross You destroyed death. 
To the thief You opened Paradise. 
For the Myrrhbearers You changed weeping into joy. 
And You commanded Your disciples, O Christ God, 
to proclaim that You are risen,// 
granting the world great mercy. 
 
Tone 4 Troparion (St. Cyprian) 
By sharing in the ways of the Apostles, 
you became a successor to their throne. 
Through the practice of virtue, you found the way to 
divine contemplation, O inspired one of God; 
by teaching the word of truth without error, you 
defended the Faith, even to the shedding of your blood.// 
O Hieromartyr Cyprian, entreat Christ God to save our 
souls! 
Tone 7 Kontakion (Resurrection) 
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, 
for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its 
powers. Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry: 
“The Savior has come to those in faith;// 
enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!” 
 
Tone 1 Kontakion (St. Cyprian) 
You turned from the art of sorcery to the knowledge of 
God, and were shown forth as a skillful healer for the 
world, Cyprian, inspired by God. 
Together with Justina you grant cures to those who 
honor you;// with her, pray to the Master Who loves 
mankind that He may save our souls! 
 
Tone 7 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
The Lord shall give strength to His people. / The Lord 
shall bless His people with peace. (Ps. 28:11) 
       V. Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God! Offer young 
rams to the Lord! (Ps. 28:1a) 
 
Tone 7  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
V. It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to 
Your Name, O Most High. (Ps. 91:1) 
 

V. To declare Your mercy in the morning, and Your truth 
by night. (Ps. 91:2a) 
      

HOLY SCRIPTURE 

2 Corinthians 6:1-10 (Epistle) 
We then, as workers together with Him also plead with 
you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For He says: 
“In an acceptable time I have heard You, and in the day 
of salvation I have helped You.” Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may 
not be blamed. But in all things we commend ourselves 
as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in 
needs, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in 
tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; 
by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, 
by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the word of truth, 
by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on 
the right hand and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by 
evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; as 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we 
live; as chastened, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 
 
Luke 6:31-36 (Gospel) 
And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to 
them likewise. But if you love those who love you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 
love them. And if you do good to those who do good to 
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the 
same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
lend to sinners to receive as much back. But love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; 
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 
Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is 
merciful. 
 
Pray with out ceasing… 
PLEASE INCLUDE THESE OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN YOUR 
DAILY PRAYERS:  Those in need. Fr. Demitri, Fr. Josiah, Fr. Andrew, Fr. David, 
Fr. Joseph, Fr. Zachariah, Iguman Patrick, Hieromonk Herman, Fr. Dušan, Mat. 
Donna, Mat. Pirsilla, Mat. Trudi, John, Susan, Mary B., Bill S., John (Chuck), 
Nickolas, Timothy,  Delani, Jeremiah, Sandy, William, Steve A., Patricia, Anna, 
Sally, Noah, Paul, Irenia, Tanya  
The Homebound  Mary G,  
Catechumen/Inquirers- Dan, Bob, Kathy, Gene, Julie, Lilly, Helena 
Special requests… Gilbert, Joanne, Anthony, Paul, James, Sean, Liam, Loren, Janet, 
Gregory, Donna, Laura, Laken, Bob, Gary, Bill, Stevie, Kristen, Paul, Cletus, 
Savannah, Vivian, Declan, Holly (Add your own requests here)…   
Departed: Newly Departed Metropolitan Herman, Margaret,  Fr. John Reeves, Mat. 
Anne Hopko, Theodore, James, Valentina, Proto-deacon Michael, Priest Anastacy, 
 

Parish Services and Activities 
www.orthodoxcrossingville.org 

TODAY – Coffee Hour – Parish Education – Parish Council 
Meeting 
Wed. Oct. 5th – Akathist to St. Innocent of Alaska – 6pm 
(Followed by a talk on The North American Saints and Mission) 
Sat. Oct. 8th – Readers Vespers – 4pm 
Sun. Oct. 9th - Obednitsa (with Eucharist)- Dcn. Matthew serving-
  9:30am 
Parish Annual Meeting – Sunday, November 6th 



HOLY  WORDS  
God is Love 
According to the Christian faith “the greatest virtue is love” (1 Cor 
13.13). Love is the “fulfilling of the law” of God (Rom 13.10). For 
God Himself is Love. 
Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 
He who does not love does not know God; for God is love. 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His 
only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. 
In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the expiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No man 
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and His love 
is perfected in us. 
By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has 
given us of His own Spirit. 
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son as the 
Savior of the World. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
abides in him, and he in God. 
So we know and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and he who 
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
In this is love perfected with us, that we may have confidence for the day 
of judgment, because as He is so are we in this world. 
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do 
with punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love. 
We love, because He first loved us (1 Jn 4.7–19). 
In these inspired words of the beloved Apostle John, one sees that 
man’s communion with God, his entire spiritual life, is expressed in 
love. Where there is no love, God is absent and there is no spiritual 
life. Where love is, God is, and all righteousness. 
Man’s love has its origin in God. God’s love always comes first. 
Men are to love God and one another because God Himself has 
loved first. 
God’s love is shown in the creation and salvation of the world in 
Christ and the Holy Spirit. All things were made by, in and for 
Jesus Christ, the Word of God, and the “Son of His love” (Col 
1.13–17; Jn 1.1–3; Heb 1.2). 
When the world became sinful and dead, “God so loved the world 
that He sent His only-begotten Son . . . not to condemn the world, 
but to save the world” (Jn 3.16, 12.47). 
But God shows His love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us (Rom 5.8). But when the goodness and love of God our 
Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in 
righteousness, but in virtue of His own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit which He poured out upon 
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior so that we might be made 
righteous by His grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life (Titus 
3.4–7). 
God’s love for man and His world in Christ is given in the Holy 
Spirit. This love is the first and greatest “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal 
5.22), “for God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit which has been given to us” (Rom 5.5). 
In the spiritual tradition of the Church, the aim of life as the 
“acquisition of the Holy Spirit” is expressed most perfectly in love 
(cf. Saint Macarius of Egypt, 4th c., Spiritual Homilies; Saint 
Seraphim of Sarov, 19th c., Conversation with N. Molovilov). 
Indeed, the Holy Spirit Himself is identified with God’s love by the 
saints, as witnessed in the writings of St Simeon the New 
Theologian. 
O Holy Love [i.e., the Holy Spirit of God], he who knows you not has 
never tasted the sweetness of your mercies which only living experience 

can give us. But he who has known you, or who has been known by you, 
can never have even the smallest doubt. For you are the fulfillment of 
the law, you who fills, burns, inflames, embraces my heart with a 
measureless love. You are the teacher of the prophets, the offspring of the 
apostles, the strength of the martyrs, the inspiration of the fathers and 
masters, the perfecting of all the saints. Only you, O Love, prepare even 
me for the true service of God (Saint Simeon the New Theologian, 
11th c, Homily 53). 
Thus God who is Love enters into union with man through the Son 
of His love by the Spirit of love. To live in this divine love is the 
spiritual life. 
The first definition of love as agape is love as the action of perfect 
goodness for the sake of the other. This is the most basic meaning 
of love: to do everything possible for the well-being of others. God 
Himself has this love as the very content of His being and life, for 
“God is agape.” It is with this love that spiritual persons must love 
first of all. 
The second definition of love as eros is love for the sake of union 
with the other. Erotic love is no sin when it is free from sinful 
passions. It can be the utterly pure desire for communion with the 
other, including God. All spiritual writers have insisted that such 
love should exist between God and man as the pattern for all erotic 
love in the world between husband and wife (See Sexuality, 
Marriage, and Family). Thus the mystical writers and spiritual 
fathers have used the Old Testament’s Song of Songs as the poetic 
image of God’s love for man and man’s love for God (Philo the Jew, 
Gregory of Nyssa, Bernard of Clairvaux, John of the Cross, Richard 
Rolle in England, et al.). Indeed the prophets have used the image 
of erotic love in explaining the Lord’s relation with Israel (Is 54; Jer 
2–3,31; Ezek 16; Hos). And Saint Paul uses this image for Christ’s 
love of the Church (Eph 6). In the scriptures, the union of man 
with the Lord in the Kingdom of God is primarily revealed in the 
image of eros (Mt 22, Rev 19–22). 
. . . for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His Bride has made 
herself ready; it was granted to her to be clothed with fine linen, bright 
and pure—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 
saints (Rev 19.7–8). 
“Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb”(Rev 21.9). 
The third type of love is friendship—phila. This also should exist 
between man and God. Man has no greater friend than God, and 
God Himself wants to be man’s friend. According to the scriptures, 
the very purpose of the coming of Christ was to dispel all enmity 
between God and man, and to establish the co-working of Creator 
and creature in the fellowship of friendship. 
Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his 
friend (Ex 33.11). 
Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do 
I call you servants [or slaves], for the servant does not know what his 
master is doing. But I have called you friends, for all that I have heard 
from my Father, I have made known to you (Jn 15: 13–15). 
So it is that love as goodness, love as union, love as friendship are all 
to be found in God and man, between God and man, and between 
human beings. There is no form of true love which lays outside the 
realm of the spiritual life. By Fr, Thomas Hopko of Blessed 
memory 
------- 
Love sinners, but hate their deeds, and do not disdain sinners for their 
failings, so that you yourself do not fall into the temptation in which 
they abide... Do not be angry at anyone and do not hate anyone, neither 
for their faith, nor for their shameful deeds... Do not foster hatred for 
the sinner, for we are all guilty... Hate his sins, and pray for him, so that 
you may be made like unto Christ, who had no dislike for sinners, but 
prayed for them. (St. Isaac the Syrian, Homily 57,90) 


