
Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church	
15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST —
 Tone 6. Hieromartyr Dionysius the 
Areopagite, Bishop of Athens, and with 

him Martyrs Rusticus the Presbyter and 
Eleutherius the Deacon (96). Ven. Dionysii, 
Recluse, of the Kiev Caves (Far Caves—15th c.). St. 
John the Chozebite, Bishop of Cæsarea, Palestine 
(6th c.). 

 
Lord’s	Day	–	10-03-2021 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 
 
Tone 6 Troparion (Resurrection) 
The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as 
dead men. Mary stood by Thy grave, 
seeking Thy most pure body. Thou didst capture hell not being 
tempted by it. Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. 
O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead,// glory to Thee.   
 
Tone 4 Troparion (St. Dionysius) 
Having learned goodness and maintaining continence in all 
things, thou wast arrayed with a good conscience as befits a 
priest. From the Chosen Vessel thou didst draw ineffable 
mysteries; thou didst keep the Faith, and didst finish a course 
equal to his.// Hieromartyr Dionysius, entreat Christ God that 
our souls may be saved! 
 
Tone 6 Kontakion (Resurrection) 
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, 
raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His 
mighty hand, He bestowed resurrection on the human race.// 
He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God 
of all. 
 
Tone 8 Kontakion (St. Dionysius) 
As a disciple of the Apostle caught up to the third heaven, 
thou didst spiritually enter the gate of heaven, O Dionysius. 
Thou wast enriched with understanding of ineffable mysteries 
and didst enlighten those who sat in the darkness of 
ignorance.// Therefore we cry to thee: “Rejoice, universal 
Father!” 
 
Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine inheritance! (Ps. 
27:9a) 
 V. To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to 
me! (Ps. 27:1a) 
Tone 6  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
V. He who dwelleth in the shelter of the Most High will abide in 
the shadow of the heavenly God. (Ps. 90:1)   
V. He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my 
God, in Whom I trust.”(Ps. 90:2) 
 
Holy Scripture: 
2	Cor	4.6-15	(Epistle)	
Brethren,	it	is	God	who	commanded	light	to	shine	out	of	darkness,	who	
has	shone	in	our	hearts	to	give	the	light	of	the	knowledge	of	the	glory	
of	God	in	the	face	of	Jesus	Christ.	But	we	have	this	treasure	in	earthen	
vessels,	that	the	excellence	of	the	power	may	be	of	God	and	not	of	us.	
We	are	hard-pressed	on	every	side,	yet	not	crushed;	we	are	perplexed,	
but	not	in	despair;	persecuted,	but	not	forsaken;	struck	down,	but	not	
destroyed	–	always	carrying	about	in	the	body	the	dying	of	the	Lord	
Jesus,	that	the	life	of	Jesus	also	may	be	manifested	in	our	body.	For	we	
who	live	are	always	delivered	to	death	for	Jesus’	sake,	that	the	life	of	
Jesus	also	may	be	manifested	in	our	mortal	flesh.	So	then	death	is	
working	in	us,	but	life	in	you.	And	since	we	have	the	same	spirit	of	

faith,	according	to	what	is	written,	“I	believed	and	therefore	I	spoke,”	
we	also	believe	and	therefore	speak,	knowing	that	He	who	raised	up	
the	Lord	Jesus	will	also	raise	us	up	with	Jesus,	and	will	present	us	with	
you.	For	all	things	are	for	your	sakes,	that	grace,	having	spread	
through	the	many,	may	cause	thanksgiving	to	abound	to	the	glory	of	
God.	
Luke	6.31-36	(Gospel)	
The	Lord	said:	just	as	you	want	men	to	do	to	you,	you	also	do	to	them	
likewise.	But	if	you	love	those	who	love	you,	what	credit	is	that	to	you?	
For	even	sinners	love	those	who	love	them.	And	if	you	do	good	to	
those	who	do	good	to	you,	what	credit	is	that	to	you?	For	even	sinners	
do	the	same.	And	if	you	lend	to	those	from	whom	you	hope	to	receive	
back,	what	credit	is	that	to	you?	For	even	sinners	lend	to	sinners	to	
receive	as	much	back.	But	love	your	enemies,	do	good,	and	lend,	
hoping	for	nothing	in	return;	and	your	reward	will	be	great,	and	you	
will	be	sons	of	the	Most	High.	For	He	is	kind	to	the	unthankful	and	evil.	
Therefore	be	merciful,	just	as	your	Father	also	is	merciful.	
Holy Words 
“Amen; yes, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 
Here is the longing of the true Christian heart. From it is ever welling up 
a desire for Christ the Lord; a seeking of Him ever more and more. This 
is both personal and corporate. It is both an ongoing and reoccurring 
event and simultaneously one of most singular and unrepeatable 
uniqueness. 
The daily cry of the true Christian heart is “come Lord Jesus,” come 
today, this hour and minute and purify me of all impurity, wash me of 
my sin. Come Lord Jesus. This is the pulse of the Christian heart. This 
cry will find its final culmination at the end of time in the Second 
coming of our Lord Jesus. He returns in answer to the cry of His beloved 
children – Come! 
This eschatological cry is also the heart of the Worship of the Church. It 
is the most mysterious treasure of the Divine Liturgy. “Remembering this 
saving commandment and all those which have come to pass for us: the 
Cross, the Tomb, the Resurrection on the third day, the Ascension into 
heaven, the Sitting at the right hand, and the second and glorious 
Coming.” Come Lord Jesus. Remembering – establishing steadfast and 
deep in the heart as a living reality. The whole Testament of the Divine 
Liturgy is the longing to receive Christ Jesus, to receive Him in His Body 
and Blood through Holy Communion and to receive the final 
manifestation of this mystery – the absolute return of the God-Man Jesus 
Christ. 
“And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His 
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as He gave us 
commandment,” proclaims the Theologian John (1 Jn. 3:23). The great 
Father of our times, Justin Popovich, comments, “Behold, the condensed 
Gospel of salvation: faith in Christ and divine love. Actually, the two are 
one commandment, because they combine one feeling with one disposition: 
he who believes in Christ believes because he loves Him. Love grows 
through faith, and through love, faith grows. One through the other 
increase and perfects itself … Faith reveals to man the mystery of the God-
man; the more man knows the Lord Christ, the more he loves Him. The 
more he loves Him, the more the mystery of Christ is revealed.” 
And for the fervent Christian heart these words of divine direction are 
given, “And he who keeps His commandments dwells in Him, and He in 
him. And thereby we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit which He 
has given” (1 Jn. 3:24). The commandments are the very life of God. 
They are the rays of our Lord’s Divine grace and energy whereby we 
enter into living communion with Him. By living in the commandments 
we cry, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
St. Justin exclaims, “For He is present in every commandment through His 
grace-filled power, and He helps every struggler to keep the 
commandments. At the same times, the evangelic principle of theanthropic 
cooperation is kept; the God-man collaborates with man, while man 
remains an independent person, even though his entire being is in the Lord 
Christ, even though he ‘dwells in Him.’ In the same way, the Lord Christ 
‘dwells in man,’ and does not lose the fullness of His Person … Keeping the 
commandments trinitizes man, because this Christianizes and spiritualizes 
him.” 



The holy Apostle Paul teaches, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, these are the sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but you received a Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, ‘Abba, 
Father’” (Rom. 8:14-15) 
The Spirit is in the commandments and the commandments are of the 
Spirit. It is through being faithful to Christ in His living commandments 
whereby we then participate in that same One Spirit of God, the Holy 
Spirit. Our Lord Himself told us, “If you love Me, keep my 
commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, that He may abide with you forever – the Spirit of Truth, Whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but 
you know Him, for He dwells in you and will be in you” (Jn 14:15-17). It is 
this same Spirit Whom the Lord Jesus promises will “guide you in all 
truth” (cf. Jn. 16:13). “He will,” the Lord says, “glorify Me, for He will take 
of what is Mine and declare it unto you” (ibid 16:14). 
The third Person of the Holy Trinity, the Spirit of Truth, will manifest in 
the Body of Christ and in the heart of a true believer. From this eternal 
and never changing well-spring is Truth then proclaimed. From this 
inexhaustible font the Saints have lived and spoken. 
The imperative to be acquiring the grace of the Holy Spirit is essential to 
true Christian living. Ever renewed in the eternal grace of the Spirit, the 
Christian cry’s out, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
For many spirits try to come to mankind. “Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world” (1 Jn. 4:1). St. Justin teaches, “The 
discernment of spirits is, simultaneously, a gift of the Holy Spirit and a 
struggle on man’s part. It is a complete science in itself … The struggle is 
simultaneously a work of the grace of God and the free work of man. Long 
is man trained and instructed in the discernment of spirits; gradually he is 
perfected; and only the perfect have the gift of discernment of spirits, of 
completely clear orientation, of completely clear knowledge and 
observation of the essence of good and evil.” 
This is why we are given the sure living testimony of Christ in His Saints. 
They have been perfected and tested and therefore are true guides on the 
path of Truth. False prophets are those that will try to undermine and 
alter the testimony of Christ in His saints. They speak not from the Spirit 
of God but from other spirits. The problem is that they still at times 
claim to be speaking for Christ. Those who would seek to sow doubt in 
the testimony of Christ in His saints are those who, consciously or 
unconsciously, are seeking to destroy the commandments of Christ. 
Those who would actively deconstruct the living Traditions of Christ in 
His Church are but liars. 
“Hereby you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and every spirit that does not confess 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God; and this is the spirit of 
antichrist, whereof you have heard that it should come; and even now 
already is in the world” (1 Jn. 4:2-3). 
The goal of the enemy is to destroy Truth. An impossible task, yet he 
tries all the same. We deny Christ coming in the flesh – His 
manifestation and revelation to mankind – and His commandments 
when we attempt, in their stead, to install “improved” commandments. 
The spirit of antichrist desires to replace Christ at any cost, warns St. 
Justin; most of all in the hearts of those who are called Christians. 
The enemy seditiously seeks to undermine and eradicate the true 
commandments of Christ and in there place establish anti-
commandments. He knows that the true commandments are life, and by 
convincing a Christian to willingly reject them in favor of other 
commandments he knows that death will ensue. In the place of the unity 
of the One Holy Church he establishes Ecumenism. In the place of 
Gospel Love in Truth (for Truth and Love are inseparable) he builds 
“tolerance and inclusiveness.” In the place of repentance he teaches 
“acceptance.” In the place of the Kingdom of Heaven he builds the 
kingdom of the world. In place of the virtues of male and female being 
recreated into the image and likeness of God, he institutes an anti-image; 
one that is set upon destroying all boundaries of the true 
commandments through the deconstruction of humanity as exemplified 
in Feminist and LGBTQ ideology. 

St. Justin preaches, “The creator of every anti-Christian ideology is the 
Antichrist, directly or indirectly. In reality, every ideology can be put into 
categories: those on the side of Christ and those on the side of Antichrist. 
Man, in actuality, is in the world to solve one problem: is he with Christ or 
against Him? Every man, whether he wants to or not, solves this problem. 
He is either a lover of Christ of a fighter against Christ – a third does not 
exist. A worshipper of Christ or a hater of Christ.” 
If the commandments of Christ begin to wither in the Christian heart 
and are then replaced with anti-commandments, then the cry, so terrible 
to the Devil, of, “Come, Lord Jesus” begins to wane. Existing in the 
“improved” anti-commandments a novel cry springs forth from the 
formerly Christian heart, one not for the Spirit of God but for the spirit 
of this fallen world – “Stay, Jesus, we are fine as we are.” 
The enemy fears few things more than the deep and fervent cry of a 
Christian heart, established firmly on the commandments of Christ, – 
“Come, Lord Jesus.”  -Fr. Zachariah Lynch 

Services and Activities  (Calendar changes see website) 
www.orthodoxcrossingville.org 

Today – Divine Liturgy – 9:30am – Coffee Hour followed 
by Parish Education 
Tues. Oct. 5th – Akathist to St. Innocent – 6pm 
Sat. Oct. 9th – Great Vespers – 4pm 
Sun. Oct. 10th - Divine Liturgy- 9:30 – Coffee Hour -Parish 
Education 
Fri. Oct. 15th – Ladies Bible Study – 10am- 12noon 
October 30th -- Our Fall Family Mission event 
Please invite a friend!! Vespers: 4:00pm Potluck 
Dinner 5:00pm – Free Popcorn, treats and Crafts 
We will play some family games celebrating the 
holy Saints, we ask families to bring a story of your 
family’s favorite saint and share with everyone, 
this could be a skit, or a drawing or a read story of 
this saints life. We look forward to a great evening!! 
Nov. 13th – Archdiocesan Assembly 
Dec. 12th – Parish Annual Meeting  
 
 

Adult Education series topic: 
Know your Faith and how to share it 

Texts: The Faith by Clark Carlton and These Truths we 
Hold by St. Tikhon’s press 
    
Pray with out ceasing… 
PLEASE INCLUDE 
 
THESE OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN YOUR DAILY 
PRAYERS:  Those in need –, Fr. Andrew, Fr. Isaac, Fr. David, Fr. 
Anthony, Fr. Joseph, Fr. Zachariah, Iguman Patrick, Hieromonk 
Herman, Fr. Dusan, Fr. Christopher, Prez. Alexandria, Mat. Gail, Mat. 
Donna, Mat. Pirsilla, Tamara, Olga, Susan, Karen, Mary B. Margret, 
Bill S., Lexi, John, Nickolas, Timothy, Preston, Olivia, Delani, 
Jeremiah, Valentina, Sandy, William, Steve A., Anna.…   
The Homebound  Tanya, Mary G 
Catechumen- Christian… Military servers…Greg  
Special requests… Paul, Gilbert, Joanne, Phyllis, Anthony, Ian, Paul, 
James, Sean, Liam, Bill, Wesley, Kim, Margaret, Loren, Julia, Shelby, 
Janet, Lynn, Margret. Helen, Dan, Jonathan, Donna, Nicholas, Maya, 
Mia, Charles, Gregory, Donna… 
Departed : Priest Anastacy, Marie Guidus, Vincent, Richard, George, 
Ruth, Pearl, Jim(Grace’s Dad), Ann, Lillian, Alice, William, Claudia, 
Theona,  Helen, Ann, Katherine, Vernon, Paul, James, Nickolai, 
Andrew, Peter, Paul, Margaret, Michael Mary Ann, Timothy…  
(IF you would like a name added to the list above give it to Fr. Daniel in 
writing.) 
	


