
Saints Peter and Paul  
Orthodox Church 

20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3.  Holy 33 Martyrs of 
Melitene: Hieron, Hesychius, Nicander, Athanasius, Mamas, 
Barachius, Callinicus, Theogenes, Nicon, Longinus, Theodore, 
Valerius, Xanthius, Theodulus, Callimachus, Eugene, Theodochus, 
Ostrychius, Epiphanius, Maximian, Ducitius, Claudian, Theophilus, 
Gigantius, Dorotheus, Theodotus, Castrychius, Anicletus, 
Theomelius, Euthychius, Hilarion, Diodotus, and Amonitus (3rd c.). 
Ven. Lazarus, Wonderworker of Mt. Galesius near Ephesus (1053). 

Lord’s Day – 11-07-2021 
Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 
Tone 3 Troparion (Resurrection) 
Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm He has trampled down 
death by death. He has become the first born of the dead. He has 
delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the world// 
great mercy. 
 
Tone 4 Troparion (33 Martyrs) 
Thy thirty-three holy martyrs, O Lord, 
through their sufferings have received incorruptible crowns from 
Thee, our God. For having Thy strength, they laid low their 
adversaries, and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.// 
Through their intercessions, save our souls! 
 
Tone 8 Troparion (Ven. Lazarus) 
Thou didst water thy pillar with prayerful vigils and flowing tears; 
Thou broughtest forth fruit a hundredfold with sighs from the depths 
of thy soul. Thou wast a shepherd, granting the requests of all.// 
Entreat Christ God, venerable Lazarus our father, that our souls may 
be saved! 
 
Tone 3 Kontakion (Resurrection) 
On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, 
leading us from the gates of death. 
On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; 
with the Prophets and Patriarchs// 
they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power. 
 
Tone 8 Kontakion (33 Martyrs) 
The radiant choir of martyrs, the light-bearing company, spiritually 
descends to us, enlightening the Church with brilliant rays. 
Therefore as we celebrate their honored memory, we ask Thee, our 
Savior,// through their prayers, deliver us from misfortunes so that we 
may sing to Thee, “Alleluia!” 
Tone 4 Kontakion (Ven. Lazarus) 
With joy the Church of Christ glorifies thee with psalms 
as a most brilliant light, venerable Lazarus.// 
Therefore, always pray to Christ that He may grant forgiveness of 
transgressions to all! 
 
Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing 
praises! (Ps. 46:6) 
V. Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
(Ps. 46:1) 
 
Tone 3  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
V. In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! (Ps. 
30:1a) 
V. Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me! 
(Ps. 30:2b) 
 
Holy Scripture:     
 
Galatians 1:11-19 (Epistle) 
But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from 
man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I 
persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. 
 

And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my 
own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my 
fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s 
womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I 
might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer 
with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to 
Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, 
and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other 
apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 
 
Luke 8:41-56 (Gospel) 
And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the 
synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to 
his house, for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and 
she was dying. But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him. 
Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had spent 
all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any, came 
from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately 
her flow of blood stopped. And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” When all 
denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the multitudes 
throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’”  But Jesus 
said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.” 
Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came 
trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the 
presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she 
was healed immediately. And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good 
cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.” While He was still 
speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, 
saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.”  
But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, “Do not be afraid; 
only believe, and she will be made well.” When He came into the house, 
He permitted no one to go in except Peter, James, and John, and the 
father and mother of the girl. Now all wept and mourned for her; but 
He said, “Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.” And they 
ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead. But He put them all outside, 
took her by the hand and called, saying, “Little girl, arise.” Then her 
spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that 
she be given something to eat. And her parents were astonished, but 
He charged them to tell no one what had happened. 
 
Holy Words  ----  
He will swallow up death forever, and the Lord God will wipe away 
tears from all faces . . . It will be said on that day, “Lo, this is our God; 
we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation” (Is 
25.8–9). 
Come, let us return to the Lord: For He has torn, that He may heal us; 
He has stricken, and He will bind us up. After two days He will revive 
us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live before 
Him (Hos 6.1–2). 
Thus says the Lord God: Behold I will open your graves, and raise you 
from your graves, O my people . . . And you shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my 
people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live . . . (Ezek 
37.12–14). 
On Death and Resurrection in Christ 
Yesterday I was crucified with Him; today I am glorified with Him.  
Yesterday I died with Him; today I am made alive with Him.  
Yesterday I was crucified with Him; today I am glorified with Him. 
Yesterday I died with Him; today I am made alive with Him. 
Yesterday I was buried with Him; today I am raised up with Him. 
Let us offer to Him Who suffered and rose again for us . . . ourselves, 
the possession most precious to God and most proper. 
Let us become like Christ, since Christ became like us. 
Let us become Divine for His sake, since for us He became Man. 
He assumed the worse that He might give us the better. 
He became poor that by His poverty we might become rich. 
He accepted the form of a servant that we might win back our freedom. 
He came down that we might be lifted up. 
He was tempted that through Him we might conquer. 
He was dishonored that He might glorify us. 
He died that He might save us. 
He ascended that He might draw to Himself us, who were thrown down 
through the fall of sin. 
Let us give all, offer all, to Him who gave Himself a Ransom and 
Reconciliation for us. 
We needed an incarnate God, a God put to death, that we might live. 
We were put to death together with Him that we might be cleansed. 
We rose again with Him because we were put to death with Him. 
We were glorified with Him because we rose again with Him. 
A few drops of Blood recreate the whole of creation! 



—St Gregory the Theologian, Easter Orations 
The Lord bears all the weaknesses of men, but He does not bear a man 
who is always murmuring, and does not leave Him without 
chastisement.  
(St. Isaac the Syrian, Homilies, 85) 
 
If suffer some misfortune, then think: "The Lord sees my heart, and if it 
pleases Him, it will be well both for me and and others." And thus your 
soul will always be at peace. But is someone murmurs, "This is bad, and 
that is bad," then he will never have peace in his soul, even though he 
fasts and prays a lot.  
(St. Silouan the Athonite, Writings, IV.1)  
 

33 Holy Martyrs of Melitene 
Commemorated on November 7 
 The holy martyr Hieron was born in the city of Tiana in great 
Cappadocia. Raised by a pious mother, he was a kindly and good 
Christian. 
 The co-ruling emperors Diocletian (284-305) and Maximian 
(284-305) sent a large military detachment headed by Lysias to 
Cappadocia to eradicate Christianity there, and also to conscript 
healthy and strong men into the imperial army. Among those pressed 
into service, Lysias also ordered his men to draft Hieron, who was 
distinguished by his great physical strength and dexterity. But Hieron 
refused to serve emperors who persecuted Christians. When they 
attempted to seize him by force and bring him to Lysias, he took a stick 
and started beating the soldiers who had been sent to bring him. The 
soldiers scattered, ashamed of being defeated by a single man. Hieron 
then hid himself in a cave with eighteen other Christians. Lysias would 
not risk losing his soldiers by storming the cave.  
 Upon the advice of Cyriacus, one of Hieron’s friends, Lysias 
lifted the siege of the cave and withdrew his detachment. Then 
Cyriacus persuaded Hieron not to offer resistance to the authorities. 
He and the other new conscripts and accompanying soldiers were sent 
to the nearby city of Melitene.  
 Soon Hieron had a vision in his sleep, in which his impending 
martyrdom was foretold. Lysias told the soldiers gathered at Melitene 
to offer sacrifice to the pagan gods. Hieron and another thirty-two 
soldiers refused to do this, and openly confessed their faith in Christ. 
Then the persecutor gave orders to beat the martyrs, and to cut off 
Hieron’s arm at the elbow. After cruel tortures they threw the martyrs 
into prison barely alive, and they beheaded them four days later. 
 A certain rich and illustrious Christian by the name of 
Chrysanthus ransomed Hieron’s head from Lysias. When the 
persecutions finally ceased, he built a church on the place where they 
executed the holy martyrs, and he placed the venerable head in it. The 
bodies of all the executed saints were secretly buried by Christians. In 
reign of the emperor Justinian, during the construction of the church 
of Hagia Eirene (Holy Peace), the venerable relics were uncovered and 
found incorrupt. 
 The other martyrs are: Hesychius, Nicander, Athanasius, 
Mamas, Barachius, Callinicus, Theogenes, Nikon, Longinus, Theodore, 
Valerius, Xanthius, Theodoulus, Callimachus, Eugene, Theodochus, 
Ostrychius, Epiphanius, Maximian, Ducitius, Claudian, Theophilus, 
Gigantius, Dorotheus, Theodotus, Castrichius, Anicletus, Themelius, 
Eutychius, Hilarion, Diodotus and Amonitus.  
 

On Death  - By Fr. Thomas Hopko 
There is no person who will not die. The preparation for death is at the 
center of the spiritual life. 
 
Lord, let me know my end, and what is the measure of my days; let me 
know how fleeting my life is! Behold, Thou hast made my days a few 
handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing in Thy sight. Surely every 
man stands as a mere breath! Surely man goes about as a shadow! 
Surely for nought are they in turmoil; man heaps up, and knows not 
who will gather! (Ps 39–4-6). 
That man should die is not the will of God, for as the scripture says, 
“God did not make death.” 
God did not make death, and takes no pleasure in the destruction of 
any living thing; He created all things that they might have being 
(Wisdom of Solomon 1.13). 
For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God; so 
turn and live (Ezek 18.32). 
Death is the result of sin. It is the final victory of the devil, the result of 
his destructive activity. If man had not sinned, he would not have died. 
His body may have changed and evolved over great periods of time, but 
it would not have been separated from his spirit to return to the dust, 
and man’s soul itself would not have been corrupted, losing power over 
its body and becoming its slave. This is the meaning of the sin of Adam, 

that man has emerged on the face of the earth, made in God’s image 
and inspired with His Spirit, and has chosen death instead of life, evil 
instead of righteousness, and so through defilement of his nature in 
rebellion against God, brought corruption and death to the world (cf. 
Gen 3, Rom 5.12–21). 
“Sin spread to all men because all men sinned” (Rom 5.12); and in 
sinning man brought death to the children who partake of this mortal 
nature and life. In a sin-bound world, no person escapes, even those 
who are personally guiltless and innocent, for all are caught up in the 
sins of the world. 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me (Ps 51.5). 
 
Dormition of the Theotokos 
Even the all-pure Virgin Mary who gave birth to Christ in the flesh 
could not escape the snares of death. For all her innocence and 
spiritual perfection, she too needed salvation from death by her Son, 
and her spirit rejoiced in God her Savior (cf. Lk 1.47). 
According to the Orthodox Christian faith, Jesus Christ alone, of all 
men, as the incarnate Son and Word of God, need not have died. His 
death alone of all human deaths was perfectly voluntary. He came in 
order to die, and by His death to liberate all who were held captive by 
death’s power. 
For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I 
may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own 
accord. I have the power to lay it down, and I have the power to take it 
again; this charge I have received from My Father (Jn 10.17–18). 
Now is My soul troubled. And what shall I say? “Father, save Me from 
this hour?” No, for this purpose I have come to this hour. 
Now is the judgment of the world, now shall the prince of the world be 
cast out; and I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to 
Myself. 
He said this to show by what death He was to die [i.e. crucifixion]. 
The crowd answered Him, “We have heard from the law that the Christ 
[i.e. Messiah] remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man 
must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 
Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer . . .” (Jn 
12.27–35, cf. Mt 16.21–23, 17.9–13). 
Jesus came “for us men and for our salvation” in order to die (Nicene 
Creed). He came that through His death and resurrection all men 
might be raised from the dead for eternal life in the Kingdom of God. 
This is the Christian faith. 
. . . for the hour is coming when all who are in the graves will hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and come forth, for those who have done good, 
to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the 
resurrection of damnation (Jn 5.25–29). Continue reading on the OCA 
website… 
 
Services and Activities  (Calendar changes see website) 
  www.orthodoxcrossingville.org 
Today – Divine Liturgy – 9:30am – Altar Servers mtg.  
Coffee Hour 
Parish Education will be on a 2 week break –resuming on Nov. 14th 
Nov. 10th – Daily Vespers- w/Talk on Prayer 
Nov. 13th – Archdiocesan Assembly – Great Vespers 4pm 
Nov. 14th – Divine Liturgy 9:30 - Parish Education Resumes 
Nov. 15th – St. Philips Fast begins – Dec. 24th 
Dec. 5th- St. Nicholas Day Celebration following Coffee Hour 
Dec. 12th – Parish Annual Meeting  
 
Pray with out ceasing… 
PLEASE INCLUDE 
THESE OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN YOUR DAILY 
PRAYERS:  Those in need –, Fr. Andrew, Fr. Isaac, Fr. David, Fr. 
Anthony, Fr. Joseph, Fr. Zachariah, Iguman Patrick, Hieromonk 
Herman, Fr. Dusan, Fr. Christopher, Prez. Alexandria, Mat. Gail, Mat. 
Donna, Mat. Pirsilla, Mat. Trudi, Tamara, Olga, Susan, Karen, Mary B. 
Margret, Bill S., Lexi, John, Nickolas, Timothy, Preston, Olivia, Delani, 
Jeremiah, Valentina, Sandy, William, Steve A., Anna, Sally, Noah 
The Homebound  Tanya, Mary G 
Catechumen- Christian… Military servers…Greg  
Special requests… Paul, Gilbert, Joanne, Phyllis, Anthony, Ian, Paul, 
James, Sean, Liam, Bill, Wesley, Kim, Margaret, Loren, Julia, Shelby, 
Janet, Lynn, Margret. Helen, Dan, Jonathan, Donna, Nicholas, Maya, 
Mia, Charles, Gregory, Donna, Don. Laura, Brenda…   
Departed : Priest Anastacy, Marie Guidus, Vincent, Richard, George, 
Ruth, Pearl, Jim(Grace’s Dad), Ann, Lillian, Alice, William, Claudia, 
Theona,  Helen, Ann, Katherine, Vernon, Paul, James, Nickolai, 
Andrew, Peter, Paul, Margaret, Michael Mary Ann, Timothy…  

	


