is according to the Scriptures, can only be seen if the Scriptures are read in
an allegorical manner.
This is not to deny that the Scriptures have a value on the literal level, but it is to
say that the hiddenness of the gospel is precisely that – hidden beneath the literal
level.
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God
ordained before the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age knew;
for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. (1Co 2:7-8)
and
Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret
since the world began but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures
made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God,
for obedience to the faith–to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ
forever. (Rom 16:25-27)
In this last passage, St. Paul clearly equates the “gospel” and the “mystery kept
secret since the world began.” Further, he says it is now made manifest “by the
prophetic Scriptures.” But it is obviously the case that the mystery would not have
been kept secret had it been discernible with a mere literal/historical reading. The
interpretation of Scripture is not available to just “any fool.” It has been hidden,
purposely by God. And it is hidden in a figure.
So what should we say about the letter of the word? Is it of no value? If those who
wrote it did not see what was hidden in their writings, what did they see?
I recently commented on a question concerning certain statements within the Old
Testament that they represented the understanding of those who wrote them, and
not necessarily the fullness of the mystery (and hence the truth). The question was
then raised as to whether this constituted “progressive revelation,” an evolution
within human understanding.
To this I should say, “Categorically no!” Human understanding has not evolved,
nor will it evolve. For what we mean by “human understanding” is precisely the
very thing we mean by “mere rationality.” The manna, the jar, the ark, the
lampstands all clearly refer to manna, the jar, the ark and the lampstands. They do
not evolve into the Theotokos. They already and always were the Theotokos, but
she was hidden beneath the letter of their description, ready to be revealed in the
last days and now made manifest.
So what did the writers and speakers of the Old Testament know?
But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; for assuredly, I
say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and
did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. (Mat 13:16-17)
They didn’t see what we can see. They may have longed for it. And indeed that
which was figured in their speech, in their writings and in their thoughts
was always present (since the world began). And they may very well have loved
what they did not see. What they saw and wrote is not of no value, for it is the
figure and shadow of the truth (in the words of St. Maximus and St. Ambrose). By
God’s grace, we now see both the figure and what was hidden.
However, still today, there are many Christians who cling to the letter, and even
consider themselves as the defenders of the Scriptures and as “Bible believers.”
But these same refuse to see the Theotokos (and many other things) hidden within
these figures. They ask, “Where in the Scriptures does it teach that she was evervirgin?” Despising the Eastern Gate of Ezekiel’s temple “which no man may enter
for the Lord God has entered there.”
But these modern literalists are not the fathers of the Church, nor the fathers of
Orthodoxy. There are even some among the Orthodox who have yet to grasp the
clear import of allegory within the fathers. It is not a peculiar technique, an ancient
oddity to be tolerated because, well, the “fathers were saints” (and thus the

fathers’ allegory becomes a new literalism). It is rather a means by which God
makes known the mystery. And He does so, both to hide it from the wicked, but
also to transform those who would be righteous. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God.” And the mystery hidden from the ages in the prophetic
Scriptures are equally revealed to the heart, and draw us towards purity and the
cleansing fire of the Divine Energies.
And so, before the reading of the gospel in the Divine Liturgy we always pray:
Illumine our hearts, O Master, Lover of mankind, with the pure light of Your
divine knowledge. Open the eyes of our mind to the understanding of Your gospel
teachings. Instill also in us the fear of Your blessed commandments, that
trampling all carnal desires, we may enter upon a spiritual manner of living, both
thinking and doing such things that are well-pleasing to You,
Even so.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND SERVICES
~~~ Church School Today for all ages.
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD SERVICE SCHEDULE
- Akathist to the Mother of God - Wed. Dec. 20th 5:30 (Parish
Council Meeting to follow)
- Royal Hours - Friday, Dec. 22nd at 9am
- Church School Retreat - Saturday Dec. 23rd from 3-8pm.
Retreat Schedule:
3pm-Opening Prayer, Church School review, games, crafts and
activities – Confession available
5pm Great Vespers
6pm -Dinner (bring your favorite fasting dish to pass)
6:15- Film “The Star”
8pm - Depart
-Divine Liturgy- Sunday, Dec. 24th 9:30am
- Holy Supper begins at 5:00pm with Nativity Vigil to follow.
- Divine Liturgy Nativity of our Lord (Christmas Day) Monday,
Dec. 25th 9:30am
_____________________________________
- The Royal Hours of Theophany – Friday, Jan. 5th 9:00am
- Vigil for Theophany- 6:00pm (with the Great Blessing of
Waters)
- St. Basil's Divine Liturgy – (With blessing of watersCussewago Creek) Saturday, Jan. 6th – 9:30am ~ Blessing of
Homes begins.

MISSIONS TEAM –“We bless Christ when we bless the poor”
Fall/Winter Missions Drive: The missions committee is currently
collecting clean winter clothing, blankets, and quilts which will be
donated to The Upper Room of Erie. All donations can be dropped off
in the first Sunday School Class room on the left.
*Please support our Kenyan Orthodox children. Please contact Marilyn
Filipos.
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Tone 3 Troparion
(Resurrection)
Let the heavens rejoice!
Let the earth be glad!
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm.
He has trampled down death by death.
He has become the first born of the dead.
He has delivered us from the depths of hell,
and has granted to the world// great mercy.
Troparion — Tone 2

Great are the accomplishments of faith, / for the Three Holy Youths
rejoiced in the fountain of flames as though in the waters of rest; /
and the prophet Daniel appeared, a shepherd to the lions as though
they were sheep. / So by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls!
Kontakion — Tone 3
When your pure heart was purged by the Spirit / you became a vessel
of clear prophecy; / you saw things far away as though they were near
at hand. / When cast into their den you tamed the lions. / Therefore,
we honor you, blessed prophet, glorious Daniel.
Tone 2 Troparion
(Forefathers)
Through faith Thou didst justify the Forefathers,
betrothing through them the Church of the gentiles.
These saints exult in glory,
for from their seed came forth a glorious fruit:
she who bore Thee without seed.//
So by their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us!
Tone 6* Kontakion
(Forefathers)
Ye did not worship the graven image,
O thrice-blessed ones,
but armed with the immaterial Essence of God,
ye were glorified in a trial by fire.
From the midst of unbearable flames ye called on God, crying:
“Hasten, O compassionate One!
Speedily come to our aid,//
for Thou art merciful and able to do as Thou dost will!”
Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Song of the Fathers)
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and
glorified is Thy name forever! (Song of the three Holy Children, v. 3)
v: For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us! (v. 4)
Tone 4
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
v: Moses and Aaron were among His priests; Samuel also was among
those who called on His Name. (Ps 98/99:6)
v: They called to the Lord and He answered them. (Ps 98/99:6)

Today’s	
  Scripture	
  Readings:
Colossians 3:4-11 (Epistle)
When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him
in glory. Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the
sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you
lived in them. But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger,
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to
one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image

of Him who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but
Christ is all and in all.
Luke 14:16-24 (Gospel)
Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited
many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were
invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they all with one accord
began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of
ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ And
another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test
them. I ask you to have me excused.’
Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So
that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master
of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed
and the lame and the blind.’
And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still
there is room.’ Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be
filled. ’For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall
taste my supper.’”

Making known the Mystery
Recent conversations on the blog have revolved around the word “mystery” and
the notion of a “literal” or “plain” meaning of the Scriptures. This reprint might
be of interest.
The trouble with reading Scripture is that almost everybody thinks they
can do it.
This idea is rooted in the assumptions of Protestant thought: only if the
meaning of Scripture is fairly obvious and more or less objective can it serve as a
source of unmediated authority for the believer. If any particular skill or mastery is
required, then the skillful masters will be the mediators of meaning for all the rest.
The concept of any intervening authority is anathema to the Protestant project. It is
equally unsuitable to the assumptions of the modern world. For the modern world,
born in the Protestant milieu, is inherently democratic. The individual, unaided,
unbridled, and unsubmitted, is the ultimate authority.
These assumptions are greatly removed from the thoughts of the fathers
of the Church. No matter how “literal” a father’s treatment of Scripture might be,
he never assumed the meaning of Scripture to be obvious and universally
accessible. The clear consensus of the fathers is found in the words of the
Ethiopian Eunuch: “How can I [understand the Scripture] unless someone guides
me?” (Acts 8:31).
Andrew Louth, writing in his book, Discerning the Mystery, says:
If we look back to the Fathers, and the tradition, for inspiration as to the
nature of theology, there is one thing we meet which must be paused over and
discussed in some detail: and that is their use of allegory in interpreting the
Scriptures. We can see already that for them it was not a superfluous, stylistic
habit, something we can fairly easily lop off from the trunk of Patristic theology.
Rather it is bound up with their whole understanding of tradition as the tacit
dimension of the Christian life: allegory is a way of entering the ‘margin of
silence’ that surrounds the articulate message of the Scriptures, it is a way of
glimpsing the living depths of tradition from the perspective of the letter of the
Scriptures. Of course the question of allegory in the Fathers is complex (and often

rendered unduly complicated by our own embarrassment about allegory): but
whatever language the Fathers use to describe their exegetical practice (and there
is no great consistency here), they all interpret Scripture in a way we would call
allegorical, and allegoria is the usual word the Latin Fathers use from the fourth
century onwards to characterize the deeper meaning they are seeking in the
Scriptures.
At issue here is something far greater than the interpretation of
Scripture. The fathers search for a “deeper meaning” was nothing less than the
search for salvation. For ultimately, the deeper meaning
is revealed and discerned because it is being read by a “deeper me.” The rational
self, regardless of the method being employed, cannot discern the truth of the
Scriptures.
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I
speak to you are spirit, and they are life. (Joh 6:63) and But the natural man does
not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. (1Co 2:14)
As deeply frustrating as it may be, rationality is simply unable to take us
where we are meant to go.
This is one of the root problems of various “literalisms.” All literalisms
seek to rid Scripture of its mystery. The “plain sense” in the hands of a modern
reader is simply the “modern sense.” And though such literalisms may yield
readings that are deeply opposed to certain modern conclusions (such as those
common in modern science, etc.), they are not therefore ancient and traditional.
Such conclusions yield nothing more than a modern man with odd opinions. They
do not transform or transfigure anyone or anything.
The debate about the interpretation of Scripture, particularly on the level
of most argumentation, is a strikingly modern debate. At stake are modern issues
born of the modern era. But they are not the issues of salvation.
Whether evolution is true or not, whether the earth is young or not, and
whether the Scriptures lend any clue to such questions is, frankly, beside the point.
I had such conversations when I was a child (as did others around me). And
though the conversation has become more complex, littered with far more
arguments, citations, facts and counter-facts, it is still the same conversation,
rooted in the same assumptions and in no way more deeply engaged in the
transfiguration of the human person.
But consider this short hymn (typical of the Orthodox understanding of
Scripture):
O noble Virgin, truly you are greater than any other greatness. For who is your
equal in greatness, O dwelling place of God the Word? To whom among all
creatures shall I compare you, O Virgin? You are greater than them all, O Ark of
the Covenant, clothed with purity instead of gold! You are the Ark in which is
found the golden vessel containing the true manna, that is, the flesh in which
Divinity resides (Homily of the Papyrus of Turin).
That Mary is the true Ark, containing the true Manna, is more than a
mental exercise in theological exegesis. If truly and rightly perceived, it is the
utterance of a heart that is being pierced by the mystery of the gospel. For the
gospel is made known to us in a mystery – it is hidden.
The New Testament teaches, and the Church affirms, that Christ was
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. This is an utterly central
teaching of the faith. And yet, you will search in vain to find a single prophecy in
the Old Testament that predicts such an event, if the Old Testament is to be read in
a literal, historical manner. The only Scriptural reference to Christ’s three days in
the tomb is the one He Himself cites: Jonah in the belly of the whale. The single
most important and foundational tenet of the Christian faith, which we confess

